
 
For the Week of December 29, 2008 

This study guide is designed to help you to become more familiar with the Bible.  Study these 
passages on your own, with a friend, or with a group.  If you or someone you know needs a Bi-
ble, please take one from under a chair in the Worship Center. They are there for you to take 
home and use!  Message manuscripts are available at www.spwired.com. 

Monday—Read Matthew 2:1-12.   In what ways are you anxious to put the Christmas season 
behind you.  What does their pursuit of worshiping Jesus teach you about your faith?  What does 
this story tell us about God’s heart for the whole world?  How does this story help you carry the 
experience of Christmas worship, but not the exasperation of the Christmas season, throughout 
the year?    
 
Tuesday— Read Isaiah 60:1-7, 61:10-62:3.  What connections do you see between these pas-
sages in Isaiah and the story of the Magi from yesterday?  The passages from Isaiah portray a 
fully restored creation with Israel fulfilling her role as God’s light to the world.  How does this pic-
ture relate to the Magi coming to worship Jesus? 
 
Wednesday—Read Psalm 147.  The Magi teach us about worship.  Turn today’s reading into a 
time of worship.  How does the Psalmist describe worship in verses 1, 5, 7, and 12?  How is God 
described in verse 3?  What wounds or brokenness need healing in you?  Do you think God 
wants to do something about them, based on this psalm? 
 
Thursday— Read Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7.  Extending the meaning of Christmas means that 
we need to move from the history of Jesus’ birth to the meaning of His coming.  Paul tells us that 
the purpose of the law was not to maintain a relationship with God, but to drive us toward God’s 
Savior.  How does Paul describe the relationship we have through the Savior? 
   
Friday—Read John 1:1-18.  John’s gospel does not begin with birth stories of shepherds and 
Magi, but with the cosmic Christ as creator and Lord.  Compare and contrast this story with Mat-
thew 1:18-2:12 and Luke 2:1-18.  How does John describe (and for what reasons) Christ’s com-
ing into the world?  What was the world’s response?  What is your response (see vs. 12)? 
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