Notes for June 22, 2008
The World’s Greatest Prayer—The Kingdom
Introduction:  “Your kingdom come, Your will be done.”  In other words, “God, make up there, come down here.”
1.  What does Jesus mean when he talks about the kingdom of heaven?
2.  What would it look like if God’s kingdom was on earth?

The sphere of human need…

The sphere of world politics…

The sphere of security…

The sphere of family life…

The sphere of God’s presence…
3.  How do I live out God’s kingdom on earth?
Conclusion:  It can happen through you.  God’s kingdom on earth…
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Study Guide for the Week of June 22, 2008

This study guide is designed to help you to become more familiar with the Bible.  Study these passages on your own, with a friend, or with a group.  If you or someone you know needs a Bible, please take one from under a chair in the Worship Center. They are there for you to take home and use!  Sermon manuscripts are available at www.spwired.com.

Monday—Today we’ll get a glimpse of the kingdom of God from the Old and New Testaments.  Read Isaiah 2:4, 11:6, and Revelation 21:3-4.  What images of the kingdom of heaven, or kingdom of God, do these passages bring out?  What images of heaven do you have?  Where do those images come from?  What would life on earth look like if these images were lived out?

Tuesday—Read Mark 1:14-15.  When Jesus says that the kingdom of God is near, he is not saying that it’s getting closer.  He’s saying that it is here now, it is a present reality.  Jesus was the in-breaking of God’s kingdom.  John Ortberg writes, “When Jesus entered humanity, when the baby was laid in the manger, the kingdom of God had a tiny beachhead in this world.  He formed a little community; and when he left there was a toehold in Jerusalem.  Then it started to spread—to Judea, to Samaria, to Athens, to Rome.  To every country.”  How do you see this kingdom being lived out in our world?  In yourself?

Wednesday—The primary significance of Jesus’ miracles was to authenticate the presence of God’s kingdom on earth, so that people would know that the kingdom was now a reality.  Read Matthew 12:9-28.  In this passage, for example, Jesus is talking about the fact that he had driven out demons and some people said that he was doing it by an evil power.  He demonstrated that that was not the case, and says “If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”  How are Jesus’ healing miracles a sign that the kingdom of God is breaking in to the earth?

Thursday—Today we’ll look at a collection of sayings by Jesus where he gives images of the kingdom of heaven.  Read Matthew 13:24-52.  How are these descriptions of both the heaven we’ll encounter after we die if we choose to follow Christ, AND the heaven that is now taking root on earth?

Friday—Today we will look at two passages about the closeness of God and his kingdom.  Read Joshua 1:9.  How does this reminder affect your ability to be not only a kingdom pray-er, but a kingdom bearer?  Read Matthew 25:31-46.  What responsibility does Jesus give his followers in regard to “bringing up there, down here”?  How urgent is his message for us in this passage?
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