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For the Week of January 11, 2009

This study guide is designed to help you to become more familiar with the Bible. Study these pas-
sages on your own, with a friend, or with a group. If you or someone you know needs a Bible, please
take one from under a chair in the Worship Center. They are there for you to take home and use!
Message manuscripts are available at www.spwired.com.

Monday—Read Philippians 1:9-11 in the New Testament. This prayer for the Philippians makes
even more sense in the light of the conflict that was happening in the church in Philippi. Conflictis a
part of human interaction. It is not necessarily bad; in fact much good can come from it if it is han-
dled properly and in a Christian manner. What would be an example of a healthy conflict producing
a positive outcome? What does unhealthy conflict look like? What has been your experience of
each of these types of conflict?

Tuesday—As you begin reading this chapter remember that Paul is here giving the Philippians the
key to handling conflict. Read Philippians 2:1-5. What are the keys to handling conflict? What
does this passage teach us about the heart of a Christian? How are you doing at allowing God to
shape this heart in you? Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 in the New Testament. This was written as a
guide to help the Christians in the city of Corinth, who were also experiencing conflict, to find joy and
peace in their church. What can you learn from these passages for your life?

Wednesday—Read Philippians 2:5-11. This passage is considered by many scholars to be the old-
est song in the New Testament. It would have been sung by Christians as early as 45 A.D. This
song reveals to us the beliefs of the earliest Christians. These verses indicate that the earliest
Christians believed in the deity of Christ and in his triumphant return at a future date. What do you
learn about Jesus here?

Thursday—Read these verses in light of the problem at Philippi with conflict. They are closely linked
to what has come before in this chapter. Read Philippians 2:12-18. Paul repeatedly teaches us
that salvation is a gift, not earned by our works—so what does Paul mean when he says that we
should work out our faith with fear and trembling? Notice verse 14. How can you “shine like a star
in the sky” and in what ways should you “hold out the word of life” to others?

Friday—The following are various passages on humility. Read 2 Samuel 22:28, 2 Chronicles 7:14,
Proverbs 11:2 and Isaiah 57:15 in the Old Testament. In the New Testament read Luke 13:7-11,
Luke 18:9-14, James 4:6-11, John 13:1-17. How do these passages speak to you today?
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